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Kingfishers
Autumn 2025
Home learning ideas
Our learning for this term are the Maya Civilisation and Rainforests. We will be finding out about this amazing civilization and habitat and gaining an understanding of the impact that they have had on the world in which we now live. 
Below are some ideas of activities for you to complete at home to support your classroom learning. Take a look at and see what interests you, complete a couple of them and bring them into school to share with the class.

· As a class we are reading the book ‘RainPlayer’, which tells the story of Pik and how a game of pok-a-tok could save their city from drought. The Maya loved to tell stories and had their own which they shared.? Find out about one and summarise it. Are any of them like tales that we have in our culture? Can you write your own Mayan creation story? 

· The Maya used masks in many aspects of their lives. Design and create your own mask. What is the purpose of it? What does it represent? 

· The Maya had their own numerical system. Write a selection of maths problems for a friend to solve. 

· Chichen Itza was a city built by the Mayans that still stands today. Create a fact file about this amazing place or make a model of one of the buildings. 

· Create your own timeline for significant events that happened during the Mayan Civilisation. 

· Find out what Mesoamerica is like today. 

· The Maya worshiped many gods. What can you find out about them? Are there any similarities with the faiths that we learn about in school? 

· Rainforests are home to some of the weirdest and most unusual plants in the world. Can you find out what some of these plants are? 

· The Rainforest is home to many interesting animal species. Choose a couple to research. Find out about the strawberry poison dart frog? 

· Investigate facts and figures about rainforests. Can you find the average rainforest rainfall? Can you input the data onto a spreadsheet? Create a bar graph comparing the average rainfall in your area to that of the rainforests. 

· Listen to some rainforest sounds online. You could listen to the rainforest sounds while you work. 

· Can you design your own rainforest animal? 

· Create a picture or collage of an exotic bird or animals that live in rainforests. 

· Can you locate the rainforests on a globe, a map or online? 

· Learn about the different layers of the rainforest. Make notes or talk about what lives in each level and area. 

· How is looking after the rainforests important for the world’s eco-system? Can you do some research and create a poster or write some statements to explain the main points? 

· What is deforestation? Find out and write about how it affects people, animals and plants. 
· Research and write about some of the tribes that live in rainforests. 

We look forward to seeing all your work soon. 
Regards

Mrs Colbert
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